UPPER FREDERICK TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
MONTHLY MEETING
December 11, 2024
7:00 PM

MEETING MINUTES
in attendance: Bill Landman, Bill Karaffa {Telephonically), Lisa Fischer (Telephonicaliy}
Also in attendance: Sean Halbom (Township Manager), Vicki Kushto (Township Solicitor), Norm Ulrich
(Township Engineer).

The meeting was called to order at 7:05PM
Pledge to the Flag

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

Public Comment Period ~ There was no public comment

REPORTS

Treasurer’s Report/Bills to be paid — Mr. Halbom read the Treasurer’s Report and Bills List.
Emergency Services

Plymouth Community Ambulance — Mr. Halbom read the Plymouth Ambulance Report.

Fire company activity, current events — Doug Kenna read the Fire Department Report.
Water/Sewer Plant Report: Perkiomen Crossing & Ivy Ridge ~ Mr. Halbom read the Water/Sewer
Report.
Public Works/Road Report — Mr. Halbom read the Public Works Report.
Civil Engineer’s Report — Mr. Ulrich read the Engineer and Zoning Reports.
Building Inspector and Zoning Report/ZHB
Planning Commission — Bob Marriot provided the Planning Commission Report.
CPVRPC ~ Mr. Marriot shared the Central Perkiomen Valley Regional Planning Commission met last
month.
Parks & Recreation Board ~ Debby Kennan provided the Parks and Recreation Board report.

Lisa Fischer motioned to amend the agenda to include the reports section, including the treasurer’s
report and bills list. Mr. Karaffa seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Landman made a motion to approve the bills list in the amount of $598,394.28. Ms. Fischer
seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0.

BUSINESS BEFORE THE BOARD

New Business:

1. Vote to approve 2025 Township Budget.
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Mr. Halbom shared the annual budget includes no tax increases, was advertised in
accordance with the Second-Class Township Code, and made available for public review.
He summarized the budget was similar to last years.

Lee Eckenrode commented asking about the Ivy Ridge Fund stressors. Mr. Halbom
summarized the biggest stressor was related to the limited number of customers paying
into that fund.

Mr. Dunn asked what amount was owed to the Township by the vy Ridge Fund. Mr.
Halbom replied $40,000 was owed from unexpected repairs made in past years.

Bill Karaffa motioned to approve the 2025 Budget, as-advertised. Lisa Fischer seconded
the motion. The motion passed 3-0,

Discussion of the Open Space Commiittee.

Ms. Kate Bower announced the Open Space Committee was requesting contact email
addresses for those interested in receiving information about Open Space-related
information.

Authorization to Advertise Ordinance Update: Chapter 103: Burning Regulations {Wood-
Fired Boilers)

Ms. Kushto summarized the process for updating the agenda. She shared the Planning
Commission desires to amend the ordinance to reflect the state’s requirements for
setbacks and height requirements for boilers.

Mr. Landman motioned to authorize the Township Solicitor to advertise the ordinance
amendment. Mr. Karaffa seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0.

Consider agreement with Montgomery County Planning Commission for planning services

Mr. Halbom summarized the purpose of the agreement, which is common in smaller
communities without an in-house planner on staff. The agreement enables the Township
to access the County’s Planning department at a favorable rate to perform planning-
related duties for the Township, as-needed.

Mr. Dunn asked what level of savings would be seen and if the Township needed the
service. Mr. Halbom replied the agreements are set as an amount of money not to exceed
a specific threshold. Mr. Landman replied that the County has experience and knowledge
valuable to the Township’s zoning changes and objectives to preserve land and achieve
other goals of the Comprehensive Plan.

Mr. Ekonrodt asked how MCPC would help keep developments at bay. Mr. Landman
replied that MCPC would not help keeping developments away, but would assist the
Township with goals of the Comprehensive Plan, and achieving “fair share” numbers
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identified by the Regional Planning Commission. Mr. Halbom expanded that MCPC would
not take sides on matters of land development, but would assist with planning and
including best-practices in the Township’s planning documents such as the Comprehensive
Plan, Zoning updates, and the like. Ms. Kushto added that the County Planning
Commission can also review ordinance updates being discussed by the Township Planning
Commission and provide expert feedback.

Mr. Karaffa motioned to approve an agreement with the Montgomery County Planning
Commission not to exceed $15,000 for Planning Services. Mr. Karaffa seconded the

motion. The motion was approved 3-0.

Old Business: None

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Planning Commission — Rescheduled to December 17th @ 7:00PM

Park and Recreation Board — Rescheduled to December 17 @ 7:00PM (Public Works Office,
Basement} :
Board of Supervisors —January 6%, 2025 — Reorganizational Meeting

Board of Auditors Annual Meeting — January 7t", 2025. Time TBD.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Landman shared a concern sent to the Board from a resident, Ms. Annabelle Weston, expressing
a safety concern over a Fed-Ex Truck blowing a stop sign at Faust and Little Roads.

Michelle Murray thanked the four Park and Recreation Board members, who recently left the board,
for their twenty years of service to the Township,

Holiday Tree Recycling Dates/Locations
DATES OF PICKUP: All dates are on a Monday Jan 6% 13% 20t

« LOCATION OF DROPS:

e 1. End of Ivy Lane in Cul-De-Sac..

« 2.Intersection of Clover Lane and Faust Rd.
« 3. Township Building at Public Works gate
» 4.Buck Road across from Glenwood Dr

e 5.Buck Road at Westview and Ash roads

Open Burn Ban remains in effect through December 16% by Montgomery County. This date may be
extended further,

Mr. Landman motioned to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Karaffa seconded the motion. The motion
passed 3-0. The meeting was adjourned at 7:49PM.
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Signed,

William Landman, Chair

Lisa Fischer, Vlce

William Karaffa, Supervisor WW
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